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How would
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Mental Strategies  - Subtracting by 
Counting-back   (draft)

Add or subtract mentally combinations of one–digit and two–digit numbers    
y3a  unit 1,2,3  y3d  U1,2                  
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85 → 65 → 60 → 57
Start at 85. Count 
back two 10’s to 65 
then back 5 to 
60 and last,3 
more to 57
85- 28 =
575757

20 5 3 73 → 53 → 50 → 45
Start at 73. Count 

back two 10’s to 53
then back 3 to 
50 and last, 5 

more to 45 
73- 28 = 

454545
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91→
61→

60→
58

Start at 91.

Count back three 10’s to 61

then back 2 to 60 and

last, 2 more to 58

91 - 33 =585858
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Start 
at 78. 

Count back 
three 10’s 

to 48, then 
5 more to 43.  

So....  78 - 35 = 434343
78 → 48 → 43530

Start 
at 89. 
Count back 
two 10’s 
to 69, then 
4 more to 65.  
So....  89 - 24 = 656565

89 → 69 → 65420

Start
at 41. Count

back one 10 to

31 then back 1 to 30

and last, 8 more to 22

41-19=222222
(41→

31→
30→

22)
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